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Emanuela Stucchi.

Interview with Emanuela Stucchi,
Lighting Team Manager, Inhabit

LT: What is your background?

Emanuela: I guess first, I am Italian, and that has surely
influenced my creative growth and inspiration. Art was such
an intrinsic part of everything surrounding me, that I am sure
there was a great influence on my development as a designer.
I grew up exploring different creative approaches, finding
interest in painting and photography, as well as costume making
for theatre plays. I graduated as Interior Designer in Milan, and
then followed up with a Master in Lighting design, due to my
interest in architecture and light interaction. After an early
experience in Paris, which had fueled my “cinematic” approach
to lighting, inspired by Louis Clair work, I was involved in
projects in Singapore, and that brought me to this side of the
world.

I spent the past 16 years in Singapore, practicing Lighting
Design for different firms.

I am very convinced that learning about lighting in school
can be very useful, and for this reason I am actively involved
with Temasek Polytechnic as Adjunct Lecturer, together with
other fellow designers for the specialist course in lighting design.

LT: Can you tell us about your company, Inhabit?

Emanuela: Inhabit is an international multidisciplinary
design-led engineering firm with 22 office locations worldwide
and made of a group of fantastic professionals with international

experience, and forward-thinking approach to projects. At
Inhabit we care about people and design buildings with this
very clear idea in mind. Among the services we provide, there is
Lighting design, but our experts cover a whole range of subjects,
such as fagade design, Acoustic and Audiovisuals, Sustainability
strategy and daylight management, Building maintenance
strategy, computational design, etc.

Our lighting team have quite an international network,
being in Singapore, Bangkok, Hong Kong, Macau, Shanghai,
Shenzhen, and eclectic flair, coming from Architecture-design,
engineering, and event lighting fields.

What I like about our approach is that we can feed and
develop the refined creative soul of a boutique consultancy
within the pragmatic expertise of a structured engineering firm,
and this dualism is well balanced in our project delivery.

LT: What is your main role in the company?

Emanuela: My role in the company as Design Manager for
Southeast Asia lighting design chapter is to lead a team of
designers and direct the design of our projects in the region.
I am very lucky to be supported by an amazing and talented
team of people, which is very committed to deliver great
results. Together with that I am passionate about supporting
the company business development and marketing plans and
recently I am helping with our internal learning programme.
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(previous tenure)
Building Type: Religious
Location: 8 Lorong Kilat,
Singapore

Status: Completed, 2014
Site Area: 1,167 square
metres

Client: M-Ply Architects
Photography: Sanjay
Kewlani
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“ As a professional, but above all, as a teacher, I
always tell my students that this profession requires a
lot of passion and patience, as to really understand it,

construction experience is essential. ,,

— Emanuela Stucchi
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Fort Canning (Previous Tenure) Shaw Tower Ongoing Project
Building Type: Cultural, Historical Building Type: Commercial
Location: Fort Canning, Singapore Location, Beach Road, Singapore
Status: Completed, 2017 Status: Ongoing

Client: STB Client: Lendlease
Photography: Emanuela Stucchi Photo credit: Night render by Lauren Ang, Inhabit.



Fragment of a shoreline
Building Type: Temporary art installation

Location: Padang, Singapore

Status: Completed, 2022

Client: Akai and Space Anatomy, for National Gallery and
Light to Night Festival 2022

Photography: Fabian Ong
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J Hotel

Building Type: Hospitality
Location: Shanghai, China
Status: Completed, 2021
Photography: Sui Sicong

LT: What type of lighting projects have you completed,
and can you name us one of your favorite works?
Emanuela: Personally, and through my 16 years of experience
in different companies, I have followed from concept to
completion, more than 50 different projects in different fields,
such as hospitality, commercial, cultural buildings. Overseas
I am very fond of St Regis Maldives designed with WOW
architect during my previous tenure, and locally, Mahabodhi
Monastery designed with MPLY architects or Fort Canning
with DPA among others, but I could name a bunch!
However, I think the most exciting project is always
the next, so I am looking forward to seeing the results of
some of our ongoing Inhabit projects, such as Shaw Tower
redevelopment in the CBD area or Raffles Sentosa Resort.
Among some recent experience, we recently finished two
F&B outlets for a high-end client, and we participated to the
Light to Night festival 2022, for which we collaborated on an
art piece called Fragment of a Shoreline, by artist Akai and
Space Anatomy with sound design by OFTRT. The art piece

was a great success and allowed us to experience a different
aspect of lighting design, whereby meaningful concept and
symbolic value of light and sound were at the core of the piece
conceptualisation for a temporary impactful event.

LT: Your advice to mnew lighting designers in the
industry.

Emanuela: As a professional, but above all, as a teacher, I
always tell my students that this profession requires a lot of
passion and patience, as to really understand it, construction
experience is essential. Using an intangible medium means
that the only way to obtain a full experience of our own design,
is to see the design implemented, the space finished, which
means we must be around until the end, until the magical
moment when the light is switched on. Projects can be long,
and market in Singapore is very dynamic, but I think a great
way to learn is to stick around, endure the process and be there
to press the button on the last day, see the result, and verify
with direct experience if the designed intent is achieved.
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